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Dear Friend of the Missions, 

I want to talk to you about a program which our Province initiated back in 1998.  It is called the
Franciscan Partners Program. The intent of the program is to provide lay ministers to our various

mission sites so that they can be mentors to the local native
people. The volunteers who come to us have varied backgrounds.
The latest class of Partners include a retired airline baggage
handler, a student  nurse, and semi-retired teachers and laborers.
They are all working and praying along side our friars at St
Michael’s Mission, Ganado, Chinle, and Many Farms. A unique
feature about this group is that they are all local participants. The
group of eight is made up of five Navajo and three Filipinos who
are long term residents of the area. 

I asked all of the Partners how they have been influenced
by the Franciscans. Here are some of their comments: 

“My influence by the Franciscans probably was even
before I was born. My mother was given a prayer card
(by Fr Cormac, RIP) for a girl and I was born on April
17. I grew up around the Franciscans.”

“The Holy Spirit inspired and drew me to St Francis. I
saw the movie, ‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon’ before I had
my first child and I named him Francis and he was
actually born on October 4th (the Feast Day of St
Francis).”

“In the spirit of St Francis, I have become more active in the service of my neighbors. It has
allowed me to be more compassionate and forbearing.”

“Franciscan mission and simple living teaches me to be
humble, patient, and a God fearing person.”

“The Franciscans gave me a spiritual home. They live in the
Gospel and they provide their care for the poor and
oppressed.”

“The Franciscans have taught me to be more prayerful. They
have helped me in my recovery from alcohol (14 years sober).
Showed me how to help others joyfully.”

“I have learned that there is a joy in working to help others.”

With the exception of the one student nurse, all of the others  are “second career” vocations. Proof
positive that one is never too old to answer God’s call.



Franciscan Partners for Chinle and
Many Farms with Br Bruce

All Saints Mission Franciscan Partner,
Ganado AZ

The volunteers come with a willingness to commit themselves to ministry for a period of twelve
months. We provide them with a monthly stipend of $250.00 per
month to cover their food and personal expenses. We also provide
them with health insurance. The host site must provide housing and
transportation. Since this particular group of volunteers are all local,
there is no need for housing. I am constantly amazed and humbled at
the generosity of these wonderful volunteers. They are a real
example of Catholic Christian maturity. They have accepted their
baptismal calling to be ministers. 

And, what do they do? Here’s a short list of their ministries:
Teaching RCIA; AA meetings; aiding transients with temporary

housing and dry goods; Food
Pantry; helping with Sunday bingo; transport people for medical
appointments; Eucharistic Minister; building and land maintenance;
museum docent; Lector; Catechetical teacher; ushering; Sunday
bulletin editor; altar servers; sacristan; and book keeping. 

The total cost for each  Franciscan Partner is about
$5,800.00 per year for health insurance and the small stipend. We
currently have eight Partners in place. It is my hope to increase that
number dramatically as funds become available. You can help us
to achieve that dream. Your donation, however small, will be
prayerfully received with gratitude. You can make a difference. You

can be a Partner through your generous donation as well as through your daily prayer for our
missionaries. If you or someone you know might be interested in knowing more about our Franciscan
Partners Program, please let me know and I will send you a brochure. It describes it in detail. Who knows
if perhaps the Holy Spirit might be calling you?

Peace and All Good!

Br Bruce, ofm

YES! Brother Bruce, I would like to help support the Franciscan Partners Program.  

# Your electronic donation is safe and secure. 

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

