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Dear Friend of the Missions,

It was back in 1998 that our Franciscan Partners lay volunteer program
came to life. Thanks to a generous $10,000 grant from the Sisters of St Agnes, we
were able to initiate the program. Our Province knew for a long time that it had to

develop ways in which it could collaborate with
the many generous lay people who could not
necessarily offer financial help for our missions
but were willing and able to give the generous gift
of themselves and their talents to us. 

Our Franciscan Partners commit to a
one year Covenant with the friars of the Southwest
Franciscan Missions. They have come to us from

all over the USA. Our very first Partner was a newly graduated
architectural engineer from Connecticut and he spent his volunteer

year at our mission church in Juarez,
Mexico where he met his wife. In
more recent times, we have been
recruiting men and women from our
own mission churches on the Navajo
Reservation. These dedicated people
range in age from the early 50s all the way to the mid 60s and beyond.
Our remote sites seem to work better for these so called second career
types, rather than the more popular college age volunteers. They bring a
wealth of experience in both technical skills as well as life skills. And
since the Franciscan Partners are long term

residents on the Navajo Reservation they are better able to collaborate with the
local people. 

 We currently have ten Franciscan Partners serving on the Navajo
Reservation. Three are stationed out at Chinle, AZ. They are helping Father

PJ Pabatao with the food bank and clothing store.
They are also doing some much needed repair
work at the mission itself. We have three
Franciscan Partners stationed at St Michael’s
Mission and they are helping with maintenance at
the church as well as the office. Ft Defiance, AZ
is another site where we currently have three
more Partners. One of them serves not only the parish as their Youth
Director but she also serves the Diocese of Gallup in the same capacity. A
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second Partner volunteers her services as the parish bookkeeper and
receptionist while the third Partner helps with maintenance of the church and
other buildings on the compound. And finally, we have one Franciscan Partner
helping our Br Paul O’Brien at the Ganado Mission. He is the mission’s manager

and he is responsible for the daily activities at
the parish.

Our Franciscan Province is aging and
the vocations that we receive will not be
enough to allow us to maintain all of our
current missions. It goes without saying that
our Franciscan Partners are essential to our
overall ministry with the Native Americans
and Hispanics of the Southwest. 

It may not be possible for you to offer your services as a Franciscan Partner
but perhaps you could help us with a donation to fund the program? Our Province

provides each Franciscan Partner with a stipend of $250.00 per
month as well as a limited medical insurance membership. The
total cost for one year of service is approximately $5,000.00
for each Franciscan Partner. This would include their stipend,
insurance, and travel to the mission site. During this
unprecedented time of the COVID-19 pandemic we are not
accepting any new applicants for the program but the current
group of ten volunteers are dedicated and committed to staying
with the people. You can also help them through your prayer
support, to be sure. Your financial assistance will insure that the
program will continue. 

Ahead of Labor Day weekend, the Navajo
Nation's leaders announced an extension of the tribe's

weekend curfews through the month of September. A new public health
order extended the tribe's 32-hour curfews to the next four weekends
between 9:00 p.m. on Saturdays and 5:00 a.m. on Mondays, according to a
news release. The Navajo Nation's nightly curfew between 9:00 p.m. and
5:00 a.m. each weekday was also continued under the order, according to
the news release in our local newspaper. 

Be assured that you and your loved ones will be remembered daily for your generosity toward
our Southwest Franciscan Missions. Thanks, as always, for all that you do for us. Please remain safe and
remember to wear your mask when you are out in public and practice social distancing. 

Peace and All Good!

    Br. Bruce, ofm
       Director

# Your Secure Donation in support of our Franciscan Partners is appreciated.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

