
July/August

Dear Friend of the Missions, 

It goes without saying that this year, 2020
will go down in the history books as being one of
the most challenging years in modern history. If
this was “normal” year, the end of July and
beginning of August would have been the time
when Mom’s and Dad’s, Grandma’s and Grandpa’s would be focused on buying “Back to School”
supplies for their children and grandchildren. It is sad to report that the COVID-19 pandemic has
changed every part of our daily lives, including how our society will educate children during these

difficult times.  People are now being encouraged to self quarantine
as a means of slowing the virus down and part of this action is that
the fate of our education system is in jeopardy. Should the schools
re-open this fall or should they offer on-line classes? Are face
masks and social distancing enough protection for your children
and grandchildren if their school opens? And, what about the
teachers and support staff? Will they be safe? I do not have an
answer and only time will tell.

In spite of the threat of COVID-19, our most recent
information indicates that the Catholic schools in our area will be offering classes both on-line and also 
limited in-person classes. It seems to be the safest solution for the students and faculty. As you can
imagine, the logistics involved in making the classrooms safe is quite challenging. The number of desks
in the classrooms have been reduced in order to follow safe distancing rules. 

This is the time of year when we conduct our annual Catholic
Education Scholarship Appeal. It is our humble attempt to help and
encourage parents to send their children to Catholic schools for their education.
This year is going to be exceptionally difficult because of COVID-19. There
are many more families out of work and they are dependant on public
assistance. The unemployment rate on the Navajo Reservation is skyrocketing.
The latest statistics show 19% of the total population live in extreme poverty

and 32% of all homes on the Reservation
lack electricity while 31% lack indoor
plumbing and 38% are without running
potable water. And the conditions on the Native American Pueblos are
not much better. 

Tuition costs can be overwhelming and for our Native
American  and Hispanic families. It can be absolutely out of the
question because so many of them are living below the national
poverty level of income and so many are out of work because of

COVID-19. The only way that these families can consider a Catholic school for their children is



2020/2021 Annual Tuition Cost

St Joseph’s School ( Laguna & Acoma  Pueblos) $1,400.00  (K-8)

St Michael’s Indian School  St Michael’s AZ     $4,500.00  (Pre K-8)    
                                           $ 5,000.00 (9-12)

San Felipe de Neri, Albuquerque NM $4,700.00  (K-8)
St Mary’s, Albuquerque  NM $5,500.00  (K-8)
St Therese Catholic School, Albuquerque NM $4,800.00 (K-8)

through scholarship assistance and grants. 

Last year, our fund distributed a total of $39,500.00 to ninety-three families. Their total
requests amounted to $93,000.00 but we could not give what we did 
not have. We are also extremely grateful to two benefactors who paid
for a full years’ tuition for two exceptional students. The average
amount awarded was $400.00 per student. The award money is given
directly to the school to insure that the funds are used as they should be.
As you can guess, this year promises to be one with many more
requests for financial assistance. Here is a listing of the tuition costs of
the Catholic schools in our area: 

Every donation, no matter how small it might be, will help us to provide assistance to those of
our Native American and Hispanic families that are in dire need of help. Gift cards from Walmart,
Kohl’s, Target, and Office Depot are as good as cash. If you send them, we will distribute the cards to
the neediest families so that they can buy school supplies for their children. I would also like to say that
face masks are certainly welcomed as well.

I want to personally thank you for your generous assistance in the past. I know that our entire
country is suffering but I am confident that you will find it in your heart to help us in what ever way
possible. Your Prayers, donated school supplies, gift cards, face masks and cash donations are all
welcomed and deeply appreciated.  I beg you to be safe by practicing social distancing and wear a
mask when you are in public. You are protecting yourself and those you meet by doing so. 

Peace and All Good!

Br Bruce, ofm

# Yes! I wish to make a donation to the Catholic Education Scholarship Appeal.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

