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We were blessed with Holy Water.

We prayed the Stations of the Cross.
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Dear Friend of the Missions,

I want to begin this letter with an excerpt from the homily that our Provincial offered to
us on May 30, 2018.  We had just completed our historic Chapter meeting here in
Albuquerque NM  at which our Southwest Franciscan Friars were
asked to vote on the proposal that the Franciscan Friars of the
United States begin plans to combine into one national Province. 
Here is what he had to say to us: “There are great things to come! I
know it.  I just know it. That must have been a thought shared by Mary
and Elizabeth in the Gospel today. (Feast of the Visitation — 31 May 2018)
There are great things to come. Of course, there was also a lot of hard
work to come. I have always wondered at the thought that Mary headed
off to see Elizabeth when Elizabeth was six months pregnant then after
three months left and returned home. Six months plus three months is

nine months,  and unless I have some basic
biology wrong, Elizabeth was about to really
need help!  And Mary left!”

I will end your curiosity and tell you that all six of the USA
Franciscan Provinces have, in
fact, voted to join together to
form one large Franciscan entity
for the entire United States. Of the
578 Friars present, a total of 419
voted in favor of the resolution
to unite. That works out to a

74.4% favorable vote. I think that any respectable
politician would be very pleased with such a result, don’t

you? Perhaps you
are familiar with
some of the other Franciscan Provinces that were a part
of this vote along with Our Lady of Guadalupe
Province — Albuquerque NM: Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Province — Franklin WI; Holy
Name Province — New York NY; Sacred Heart
Province — St Louis MO; St Barbara Province —
Oakland CA; and St John the Baptist Province —
Cincinnati OH. 

The coming years are going to be extremely busy with many regional and national
gatherings of the Friars to further discuss the unification. It will be like trying to combine General
Motors, Chrysler, and Ford into one mega corporation. As daunting as the task will be, it was
obvious to most of the Friars that this decision had to be made. Vocations in the USA are



We prayed to the Holy Spirit for Wisdom and
Guidance.

Our band of  Brothers in the Southwest Franciscan Missions

nowhere near where they need to be in order for our
individual Provinces to grow and prosper. If we did not
choose to unite, I dare say that the Franciscans in the
USA would have been in danger of disappearing. 

I have to say that the Friars here in the Southwest
who minister to the Navajo and Pueblo people are very
hopeful about the future. Now, instead of having only 40
Franciscans in active ministry among these people, there
is potential of attracting many more from the larger
grouping of Friars. These changes are not going to
happen overnight and we need your prayer and
financial support more than ever. Won’t you please consider helping us? 

 . . . “We are threads that God is using to weave the great design of the proclamation of the
Gospel in our time and place. Let us rejoice to share the joy of the Gospel, for there are great

things to come! I know it!  I just know it!” (Excerpt from Fr Jack’s Homily)

Peace and All Good!

Br Bruce, ofm

# Your secure ELECTRONIC  DONATION will help us continue our ministry among

the Native Americans of the Southwestern USA.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

