
January/February 2019

Dear Friend of the Missions,

Have you recovered from Christmas and New Year 2019? The Christmas Season is such a
wonderful time of the year which allows us to reconnect with family and friends. Gifts are nice but the
memories of special times with family and friends will last a life time. 
 

Our Province has received many gifts during this past year as
well. It was with great joy that we received two young men into our
ranks. Both of them are in their Franciscan training as they continue to
discern Gods call. The first young man to join with us is Jesus Osornio
and he is from Dodge City, Kansas. He is currently participating in the
Franciscan Inter Provincial Postulancy Program in Silver Springs,
Maryland. Jesus is one of twelve men from throughout the USA who are

participating in this initial twelve month
Franciscan training program. He will be
taught Franciscan history, basic Theology,
and he will be introduced to Franciscan
ministry to the poor. With God’s grace, he
will enter the Inter Provincial Novitiate in
August of this year. 

The other gift from God is Noe Alfaro, OFM. He is from San
Miguel Allende, Mexico but has been with the Franciscans in that country
for the past six years. He has completed his initial formation as a
Franciscan and is now preparing to begin his formal studies in Theology.
Noe says that he felt a calling to be a missionary in a country other than
his own and so he asked for permission to join our Province here in the

Southwest USA. He wants to minister to the Native
Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest. He is currently
here in Albuquerque, studying English and American
culture at the University of New Mexico. 

And I have to say that certainly one of our greatest
gifts during this past year has to be you and the other
generous and kind benefactors who have faithfully
supported us both spiritually and financially. This past year
was a very good year for us mainly because of your
generosity. Our total income was $372,849.13 and our expenses for the appeals were at $11,874.57. 
We received 2,098 returns. I am sorely aware of the myriad amount of request letters that you receive
on a weekly basis from other non profit organizations. You have to make choices and I am grateful that
you have decided to help our Southwest Franciscan Missions. Every month our Treasurer’s Office



distributes a total of $22, 000.00 to a total of
eight of our missions: Lukachukai; Piñon;
Chinle; Ganado; Greasewood; Klagetoh; Jemez;
and St. Michael’s. The funds are used to pay for
utilities, fuel, catechetical supplies, and the general
maintenance of the missions.

I depart for my beloved  Vietnam for yet
another three-month mission on 21 January and I
return to the USA on 01 May. This will be my
tenth year of ministry there and I am forever
grateful to both my Province as well as the
Vietnamese Franciscan Province for allowing me the privilege to do this.  I will once again be teaching

our Franciscan novices conversational English. The novitiate is
located in the highlands of Vietnam in the city of Dalat. It is about
150 miles northwest of Saigon. This year I will have a total of
eighteen novices. I am hoping to have the opportunity to visit some
of the ethnic minority villages in the northern part of Vietnam.
There are 54 ethnic tribes and they suffer much the same plight as
many of our American Indian tribes. The communist government
has been systematically isolating the ethnic tribes from the rest of
the population by limiting health care, education, and basic
humanitarian needs. I am pleased to say that the Vietnamese

Franciscans have accepted the challenge of ministering to
these people. 

Your continued prayer support and financial
assistance always put a smile of gratitude and
thanksgiving on my face. I know that you are walking with
us on the journey of Faith and without your support we would
not be able to continue our ministries.  And so, I want to say
thank you and God Bless. I pray that you will continue to
walk with us during this coming year. Your spiritual and
financial support is critical to our ministries with the
Native Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest. No matter what the challenges might be, know that
your Franciscan brothers are walking with you spiritually. The time that I spend in Vietnam is truly
spiritual food for my soul. I ask you to please remember me in your prayers. 

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, ofm

K You can make a secure donation to our Southwest
Franciscan Missions here.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

