
The good Friars of Guadalupe Province were
well represented.

Sixty Friars from six USA Provinces attended the
annual Inter-Provincial Retreat in Scottsdale.

Richard Rohr was our challenging presenter. The
5 day retreat provided a wonderful opportunity

for Fraternity, Contemplation, and Prayer. 
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Annual Inter-Provincial Retreat 
Franciscan Renewal Center — Scottsdale AZ

Dear Jack Clark,

Blessings to you, to the other Provincials, and to all of the friars
participating in the Interprovincial Retreat. Blessings also to your
retreat director, Bro. Richard Rohr. 

You and all of the friars attending this retreat have been in
my prayers these days. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Bro.
Bruce Michalek over these past many years, there have been
very successful interprovincial retreats. But this year marks
a very special and new beginning in the lives of the friars of
the six Provinces that are
engaged in a process that,
hopefully, will renew each
person, renew each
fraternity, and renew each
Province as decisions are
made and a sense of
communion is developed

among all of the brothers of these Provinces.

May God bless each of you and all of you these days. May God
inspire your retreat director, and inspire also the Provincials and
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their Definitories (Councils), so that you, in the same spirit as Moses and Sarah, might let go of
all, embrace the hand of the Spirit of God who is pulling us forward, and enter the Trinitarian
dance of an ever-greater sense of becoming one with the
Most High and Good God.
May God bless you and keep you.
May God show his face to you and have mercy on you.
May God turn his countenance toward you and give you
peace.
The Lord bless you, my dear brothers!

Your Minister and Servant,
Bro. Michael Perry, OFM
Rome
16/01/2018

Re-Dedication of Franciscan
Studio
Albuquerque NM

On January 21, 2019
approximately sixty Friars
and invited guests attended
the Dedication of our new
Franciscan Studio. The
building has been re-
purposed as a Conference
Center for Teaching and
Evangelization. It will be
made available to the many

non-profit Church and Lay organizations in the
Albuquerque area. The original design of the building
was Br Bart Wolf’s wood workshop where he
designed and created one of a kind museum quality

altar furniture. His works are present throughout the United States. We are
grateful to him for his creative talents.
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Into Our Tradition 
A  monthly  Reflection  from  Our Franciscan  Heritage   #29 January 2019

— Jack Clark Robinson, ofm —

Why Do We Need Constitutions and Statutes that Change?

This bit of Into Our Tradition is the first of a two-part look at
why we have the Constitutions and Statutes at all in response to

the question, “Isn’t the Rule of Francis, and even more basically,
isn’t the Gospel itself enough?”

When Francis of Assisi underwent his conversion from a worldly young man out for what
were usually seen as the good things in life, his life lived by and for the Gospel began to

attract others.  At first one or two at a time, then eventually many more gathered around him.  By
the third or fourth year of his conversion, Francis and the eleven others who sought to live the life
that he was living knew, that they needed some statement of what their life was about, a rule of
life in the broadest sense.  Without doubt, the reasons for seeking that early formalization of their
way of life and some sort of official confirmation of its validity included the need to prevent local
ecclesial, political and social persecution of this new, and therefore suspect, form of religious life
by those around them, as well as reassurance for the young band of brothers that what they were
doing was legitimate in the eyes of the Church.  Francis himself wrote in his Testament (14-15),
“And after the Lord gave me some brothers, no one showed me what I should do, but the Most
High Himself revealed to me that I should live according to the form of the Holy Gospel. And I
had this written down simply and in a few words and the Lord Pope confirmed it for me.”  There
was the official recognition that the community needed, but the formal structure of their way of
life remained fluid.

We have no identifiable copy of those “few words,” because they were not as important to
Francis and those eleven around him as the ideal upon which they were based.  For Francis,

and in some sense for everyone who has ever sought to follow in the footprints of the Little Poor
Man of Assisi, the overwhelming call has ever remained, “to live according to the form of the holy
Gospel.”  Any other Rule or Constitution or Statutes binding any of the followers of Francis can
best be described as a commentary on the Gospel and nothing more – or less.  At heart, any
Franciscan organizational document attempts to connect the timeless revelation of the Gospel
with a particular place and time, actually in much the same way that the letters of St. Paul, St.
John and St. Peter attempted to connect the proclaimed Gospel with the day-to-day life of early
Christian communities.  This description of the formal documents governing the life of Franciscan
men and women as a pragmatic Gospel commentary may surprise some, but the proof of that
Francis saw them this way can be found in what we know of what happened after the Primitive
Rule, those “few words” received their oral approval from Pope Innocent III in 1209.  That
document did not remain static.  
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Birthday Greetings!
Maynard Shurley, January 4

Dale Jamison, January 11
Abel Olivas, January 19

Larry Bernard, February 2
PJ Pabatao, February 4

Bruce Michalek, February 6
Jose Luis Peralta, February 14
Ronald Walters, February 25

The friars pragmatically changed and adapted the Primitive Rule as changes were needed by the
new or different circumstances in which they found themselves.  When the Fourth Lateran

Council decreed a year of novitiate for those entering religious communities, the Rule grew to
include, as it is currently expressed in the Regula Bullata, “Having truly finished the year of
probation, let them be received to obedience, promising to observe always this life and Rule.”
(RB 2:11) Even here, the first thing that the new friars are to observe is a new way of life, not
simply a Rule.  The life of anyone who sought to follow Francis of Assisi was always, first and
foremost, “to observe the holy Gospel.”  The Gospel is observed by being lived.  

The Gospel is always the encounter, the engagement, of God’s love with the world – wholly
Incarnate in Christ and partially reflected in Christians.  Day-to-day life for dedicated

Christians completes and proclaims the Gospel.  But the human proclamation of the Gospel will
often be fragmentary and imperfect, so chapters were added to the Primitive Rule to provide for
the means to deal with the falls and stumbles of members of the community along the way. 
Another chapter came about in recognition of the experiences that Francis himself had in “going
among the Saracens” in 1219, at least ten years after the Primitive Rule was adopted.  We know
that Francis and his early followers added other elements as they reflected on their experiences
and were inspired to deal with them in a serious way so as to provide for the future recurrence of
the same sorts of events.  We have the results of their reflections, deliberations, decisions and
decrees all the way up to the year 1221, because we have copies of the Regula non Bullata (the
Rule without a Papal Seal) as it came to be called dated at that time.  

Model Railroad Club Features Items 
Made Ron Walters, OFM

I was a part of this Model Railroad club in San Antonio. I was asked to build a
model of St. Joseph's Church downtown, along Commerce street in San Antonio.
It is entirely surrounded 
by a department store called Joske's, and so the Church has become know
popularly as St. Joske's. There are few models of church is HO scale ( 1:87.1,
scale) so I built it from scratch: I used a lot of plastic sheet stock and some strip
stock styrene. The attached newsletter has a photo of it. If you would like to
include it in an edition of Padre's Trail, I can send you a copy of the photo which was included in the newsletter.
Ron

From the president of the San Antonio Model
Railroader Association: “As promised, I opened the box from

Fr. Ron Walters and all I could hear was the clapping of hands and
how good the church is. We could all see he put many hours into
building it from scratch . . . a terrific model that will be great in San
Antonio. Well done, Ron. Lyndon Woodall has placed the church in
San Antonio so all can see it. Be sure to email Fr. Ron to let him
know how much you like it.”
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Invited guests for the dedication of the Franciscan Studio
offer Bruce Michalek, OFM a blessing and Godspeed as

he departs for a three month mission to Vietnam. Her
will be teaching conversational English to the

Vietnamese Franciscan students.

Santa Fe Archbishop John Wester, Jack Clark Robinson,
OFM with Michael Demkovich, OP and 

Charley McCarthy, OFMConv at the Archdiocesan
luncheon for Native American ministries. Charley is

ministering to the Native Americans in the Albuquerque
area.  

Sun-Wed, 27-30 Jan       MP6 Face-to-Face at A Becoming Place

Sat, 2 Feb                          Depart for Santa Barbara Novitiate 
Mon-Fri, 4-8 Feb              Novitiate Teaching in Santa Barbara

Sun, 10 Feb                       Return to Albuquerque from Santa Barbara

Mon-Tue, 11-12 March  Definitorium Meeting, Albuquerque 
Mon, 25 March                 Regional Meeting at St Michael Mission
Tue, 27 March                   Regional Meeting in Albuquerque

Sat-Fri, 30 Mar-5 April   MP6/ESC Meeting – Assumption Province

W
e welcome Joe Nathan, OFM to Our Lady of Guadalupe Province. He comes to

us from the Singapore Custody of the Australian Province of the Holy Spirit.
He is currently ministering with Jose Gutay, OFM at our St Michael’s Mission. 
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