
Volume 31  d   Number7  d July  2017
Official Newsletter of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province, Order of Friars Minor, Albuquerque NM

If You Are Interested . . .

The official Provincial Chapter 2017 Polo Shirts are
now available for purchase through our Development
Office. The cost for each shirt is $12.00. If you are
interested in ordering some of these shirts, please call
my Office Manager Velma (505-877-8006) to place
your order. The shirts are available in the following
colors: Blue; Black; Forest Green; Grey; and Purple.
Sizes are from Small to 2XXL. 

Mystery of History:  Lukachukai; The Spring, the

Chapel, and The Name

— Brother Bernard Keele, Our Lady of Fatima Friary, Chinle AZ —

  Most of the readers are familiar with a simple understanding

and knowledge of the mission, St. Isabel’s, Lukachukai, AZ.  Few,

however, are aware of some of the more interesting details, historically

speaking, that add mystery, color and life to the story.  While some of
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the information here might be found in a few older issues of The Padres Trail, three of these

tidbits of wonder will be newly discussed here: namely, the “spring”;  the original Chapel; and

the patronage, St. Isabel. 

The Story.  In 1909, six years after Father Anselm Weber, O.F.M. first began to visit the

area and celebrate mass in the homes of the Navajo who were friendly to the friars, he met with

many of the leaders of the locale to both request land for a permanent mission and to fulfill the

requests of many of the parents of the children who had returned from St. Catherine’s Indian

School in Santa Fe, NM.  The request for the land and its use, with the approval and signatures of

those Navajo present at the meeting was sent to the Secretary of the Interior for ratification.  The

blessing of the Chapel, St. Isabel’s, was celebrated on June 22, 1912  by Father Anselm Weber, 

OFM, and thus commenced a presence among the Navajo of this region which has lasted to this

day.

The Spring.  Astonishingly, selected for the site of the new Chapel by the Navajo

themselves, was a sacred place in the vicinity, “a water spring,” that for centuries had been used

for ceremonies related to the following legend described by the well-known Father Marcellus

Troester, O.F.M. (1878 – 1936) who writes: “Habo’ol’eesi, (it is tramped out), is the name by

which this spring is known in one of their legends.  According to this legend the Buffalo

People…undertook a journey from West to East in company with the Deer, Antelope, Bighorn

and Mountain Goats.  They left Dook’o’osliid, the San Francisco Peak, [near Flagstaff] which is

the Sacred Mountain of the West and headed toward

Sis Naajini, the Sacred Mountain of the East, near the

headwaters of the Rio Grande.  Having arrived at the

foot of the Lukachukai Mountains they looked in vain

for water wherewith to quench their thirst, whereupon

the Buffalos began stamping the ground until it

became moist, and they continued this procedure until

finally there was sufficient water for all to drink.”

Upon inspection, today, “the spring” seems to be

indicative of an extremely high water-saturation zone

in the vicinity around the church.  The water table can

be reached by digging less than 2 feet according to one source.  A couple of wells exist on the

property as well as a year-round pond.  According to an informal discussion held with one

parishioner, as late as the 1930’s, buffalo, antelope, and deer would stop annually at “the spring”

to replenish their strength.  Father Marcellus wrote of a certain fittingness that the waters of

ancient relevance to the Navajo should be given to the sacred rejuvenating sacramental actions of

Baptism and the Mass.

The original Chapel.  This structure had an interesting tale of its own.  The contractor

who supervised the construction of the church, Mr. W. E Hildebrand, from 1909 through 1912,

was also hired for Annunciation Chapel in Chinle, AZ.  Thus, utilizing the same plans, the chapel
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in Lukachukai had an uncanny resemblance to its ‘sister’ edifice in Chinle.  Unfortunately, a few

years after the chapel’s completion a new, larger church had to be constructed on the property as

the stone façade collapsed due to some untoward settling of the foundation.  The chapel was

converted into a residence for an interpreter and his family for the sake of the Franciscan

missionaries. 

The final years, prior to demolition, saw the structure being renovated into a convent for

the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis.  They moved into the newly blessed Immaculate Heart of

Mary Convent in November of 1953 expanding to add a Dispensary to the north end of the

building and a Maternity Clinic in an adjacent structure which was completed in 1963.  Of the

two edifices, only the decommissioned Maternity Ward exists, while the faint outline of the

foundation of the original church is still visible on the ground today.

The Patronage.  St. Isabel’s is perhaps a singular name for a mission chapel on the

Reservation at first glance.  However, one does not have to scratch too far beneath the surface of

this perplexing clash of European royalty with Native American simplicity to find some

wonderful coincidences.  The story goes like this.  Father

Anselm received some donations from benefactors,

among whom was a certain Mr. James J. Cordon of

Jersey City, N.J., who, after giving $500.00, suggested

that the Chapel be dedicated to St. Isabella (St. Isabel) of

Portugal in memory of his deceased wife, Mrs. Isabel

Cordon.   The bell for the church was donated by Mr.

Cordon’s daughter.  The Chapel dedication was

celebrated June 22, 1912 by Father Anselm, as mentioned

above.  

Though Queen Isabel was in a position of absolute authority, sitting beside her husband

King Dennis of Portugal, dominance was turned to abnegation and the complete emptying of self

in her unflagging concern and real assistance to the poor of her kingdom.  Through the

foundation of orphanages and hospitals, through the enlistment and accompaniment of her court

ladies in her personal ministrations to the sick and poor in the surrounding environs, through her

self-effacement in the daunting task of making peace between two warring factions on a

battlefield - alone on horseback, St. Isabel becomes an ideal patroness to the mission bearing her

name in the Americas.  She is the Patron Saint of Peacemakers.  St. Isabel, a Third Order

Franciscan living in poverty and simplicity voluntarily after the death of her husband, the king,

did not stop her service from the convent of Poor Clares on whose grounds she resided until her

death.  July 4th is her feast day.  So, as Americans celebrate their independence, the Universal

Church celebrates St. Isabel.  The Franciscans and the Navajo can rejoice, that such an example
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 of humility and charity under the patronage of Peace might find the Prince of Peace in all their

mutual and reciprocal relations. 

The Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, today, continues

to build upon the sacrifices and good works of all the Friars and

Sisters of the past who have served tirelessly at Lukachukai, AZ

the past 100+ years.  Florecito  Pabatao, Jr. OFM of the

Philippine Islands is in his 6th year of ministry at St. Isabel’s as

their Pastor.  

Farewell and Heartfelt Thanks
— Submitted by Gilbert Schneider, OFM • Ft Defiance AZ — 

We had a very nice, and big farewell for Sr. Mary

Hottenroth, SBS here at Ft Defiance on Sunday, June 4. She is
returning to the mother house in Pennsylvania. She has been here at
Ft. for seventeen years and was very active in most all the parish
programs. She was the person on the staff to whom most everyone

turned initially. She was active
in community activities also. She
had a special concern for the elderly and the shut-ins. Her
vision was deteriorating and she would no longer be able to
drive. 

She went back to their mother house on June 8.

However, the mother house is being sold. The Sisters are now
moved into a public facility run by the
Lutherans, called Paul's Run. Each
sister has her own apartment, and there

are different levels of care available. They have Mass every day, and there
is a common community area room as well. Sr. Mary seems at peace with
the move. 

On another note, here is a  picture of John Friebel planting

flowers at Fort  about June 5. The garden at St Michaels is pretty well
planted now. Today, June 14, the morning temperature was 34 degrees
Fahrenheit. 
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Into Our Tradition – A monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage 
  #12  P  July 2017

Jack Clark Robinson, OFM  •  Casa Guadalupe Provincial House  •  Albuquerque  NM

This month, we will begin a new set of reflections which will focus on our local Franciscan
communities as a privileged place of our encounter with God.  To focus on our local communities, let’s
go deep into the sources.  In his Testament (27), Francis wrote: I
firmly wish to obey the minister general of this fraternity and
another guardian whom it pleases him to give me.  And I so wish to
be captive in his hands that I cannot go anywhere or do anything
beyond obedience and his will, for he is my master.
 

Elements of our modern Franciscan life have pulled us away
from an understanding of the importance that Francis himself placed
on the local guardian as he spoke, if you read carefully, of a guardian
as “my master” and of being “captive in his hands.”   From the time
of Francis, a guardian was seen as a true and rightful minister to his brothers, but we seem to have lost
our sense of the intimacy and importance of that relationship in three ways.  First, due to our modern
means of transportation and ability to move about from one house to another, we do not have the same
sense of being “bound” to a local community which would have been prevalent in the past.  We can
recreate with friar friends from across town, or vacation with friar friends from across the country. 
Second, our modern local communities have tended in recent decades to be small in number, often with
three, four, or fewer friars in a community.  When communities are that small, they have an almost
irresistible tendency to become personality driven, rather than motivated by adherence to commonly
discerned values and structures.  We have all seen local communities dominated by a powerful
personality.  Third, due to our modern ease of communication, we have increasingly been prone to take
recourse to our ministers provincial when we have issues which trouble us or which need some sort of
resolution, especially when we think that we do not like the resolution that our guardian has made or we
think the guardian or local community might make to the issue!  But as much as we might want to “jump
over” our local communities, Francis saw them as being at the very heart of our fraternal life and the best
traditions of the Order continue to see them that way.

The Constitutions refer to our local communities as Houses, and in Article 232 define them this
way: A House is a fraternity legitimately established under the authority of a Guardian in a fixed place
or dwelling.  All friars are to be assigned to a specific House.  It is important to remember that whenever
we talk about “authority” in the Franciscan tradition, we are talking about a relationship that is meant to
bring those in it to life in the same way that an author works to bring characters to life on a page.  “The
authority of a Guardian” is not about one friar giving orders to other friars, but about the working
together of all the friars in a local community under the guidance of a friar guardian to bring the Gospel
to life in our time and place.

 The importance of the Guardian in our fraternal life is not only found in that definition, but in the
way that the General Constitutions repeatedly (see Articles 17, 45, 49, 54, 101, 137, 175, 176, 177, 178,
180, 185, 250, and 252) speak of the Ministers and Guardians in the same breath to point to their equality
of purpose in serving the brothers.   In Article 237, the General Constitutions sum up the responsibility of
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the Guardian in this way: In accordance with universal law and the proper law of the Order, the
principal responsibility of the Guardian is to foster the welfare of the fraternity and of the friars, to
exercise watchful care over the religious life and discipline, to direct activities, to promote an active and
responsible obedience among the friars in a spirit of true fraternity.  Note that the guardian is not only to
seek the welfare of the individual friar, but also of the community, “to foster the welfare of the fraternity
and of the friars.”  That balancing act of community and individual is at the heart of everything that it
means to be a human being, and it is not lost or forgotten when we walk through the friary door any more
than it is lost when husband and wife walk out of the Church on their wedding day.  Our Franciscan
documents describe our initial formation as being “human, Christian, and Franciscan,” and so the
challenges and conflicts of everyday life, of human interaction – in the light of our Christian faith and
Franciscan calling, are a part of how we are to grow closer not only to God but to each other as brothers
in Christ and Francis.  We cannot run away from the difficulties of real life with one another, because
they are our opportunities to grow.

 As we continue to look at the role of the Guardian in our lives over the next few months, and
especially at the idea of how a Guardian is to help us build our local communities, we will see that our
local communities, when we work to make them truly day-to-day lived fraternities, can become the
single most privileged places for our encounter with the Gospel and with God!

Happy Birthday, JCR!

Approximately twenty-five friars and friends celebrated Jack Clark’s (dare we say? . . .)
sixty fourth birthday on July 4th. A festive meal was prepared by Bruce Michalek and Jose Luis
Peralta which included such delicacies as Bourbon Glazed Baby Back Ribs, Mexican Street Style
Corn, and Hasselback Potatoes. Of course, the meal was topped off with a special ice-cream
birthday cake from Baskin-Robbins.  Some “hangers on” stayed around to view the spectacular
fireworks display from our patio. The South Valley of Albuquerque certainly “strutted its stuff”
with almost continual bursts of sky rockets that lasted well into the night. 
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4 July 1953 – Jack Clark Robinson
4 July 1972 – Andres Gallegos

11 July 1941 – Paul O’Brien
14 July 1943 – Gerald Steinmetz

23 July 1983 – Edgardo Diaz
28 July 1954 – Don Billiard

8-9 July   Jemez Pueblo Masses
15-16 July   Mission Appeal, St. Joseph, North Bend, OH
21-24 July   Six Ministers Provincial Meeting in Chicago
29-30 July   Mission Appeal – Baton Rouge, Louisiana
31 Jul-1 Aug   Wappingers Planning Meeting, St Peters, Chicago
1-4 August   CMSM in Scottsdale, AZ
11 August   Feast of St Clare with Poor Clares, Roswell
20 August   Mass at Ganado and Discussion of New Church
21-25 August  Six Provincial Councils Meeting, Wappingers Falls, NY
26 Aug Solemn Vows of Holy Name Friars
26-28 August   Planning for ESC October Meeting 
1 September   Guardians Gathering at A Becoming Place
4 September    Play Day at San Juan Diego Friary, Albuquerque
5-6 September  Definitorium Meeting
7 September   APA/Chapter Planning Meeting
9 September   Katherine Rey Wedding (San Felipe Pueblo)
10-30 September Visit and then Retreat for Australian Friars
1 October   Dedication of St Francis Parish Hall, Gallup
7-16 October Hosting the ESC and General Definitorium here in OLGP
24 October   Eucharistic Day with Poor Clares in Roswell

(Other Dates)
16-19 October  Juntos como Hermanos Gathering in Albuquerque
30 October Fall Regional Meeting in Albuquerque, 10 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
31 October Fall Regional Meeting at St Michaels, 10 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
19-23 July Tekakwitha Conference, Rapid City SD
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