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Dear Friend of the Missions,

 Now that the Christmas and New Year rush are over, I want to give you a brief summary of our
activities during the past year.  
 

It is with great joy that our Province received two young men into our
ranks. Both of them are in their Franciscan Formation periods as they continue to
discern Gods call. The first young man to join with us is Friar Jesus Osornio and
he is from Dodge City, Kansas. He is currently participating in the Franciscan
Inter-Provincial Novitiate Program in Santa Barbara, CA. Jesus is one of ten
men from throughout the USA who are participating in this intensive twelve-month
Franciscan training program. He will do extensive studies in the Rule and History

of the Franciscan Order. With God’s grace, he will complete
his Novitiate in August of 2020 and then begin his further
studies. 

Friar Noe Alfaro, OFM continues his studies at the University of New
Mexico where he is studying comprehensive English and
American culture. He has been with us for a little over a year
and his knowledge of English has improved immensely. 
Noe will hopefully move onto Theology studies by the Fall
semester of 2020.  

A third addition is Brother Miguel Alcantar,
OFM who has completed his studies in Music from St Mary of the Lakes
University in San Antonio TX and he is now serving the People of God at our St
Peter’s and St John’s parishes in Roswell NM. 

A long time missionary to the Southwest went Home to his Maker in March of 2019. Fr Emeric
Nordmeyer, OFM has been in residence at our Casa San Juan Diego
Friary for a number of years and it was a bit sad to see him gradually
deteriorate. He developed severe breathing difficulties and was on oxygen
24/7. As the friars reported, he went to his bedroom
early one evening because he said that he was tired.
He got into the bed and just fell into Eternal Rest.
No fanfare or drama. Sister Death visited us again on
September 29th 2019 year as we said farewell to a
long time missionary, Fr Gilbert Schneider, OFM.
He had recently retired from active ministry and was

in residence at our Albuquerque NM Casa San Juan Diego, which is our retirement
facility. He remained somewhat active as he offered assistance at local sisters
convents. Unfortunately, he developed a bronchial infection which led to the flu.
He was unable to recover and he went home to the Lord on September 29th 2019.

I have not yet been able to take a group photo of our Franciscan Partners
and Associates because they are located all over the Navajo Reservation. They are ministering in
Ganado, St Michael’s Mission, Chinle, Ft Defiance, and Albuquerque. These generous men and women
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are offering their services as office managers, maintenance people, youth ministers, parish secretaries and
accountants. Their presence offers invaluable support to our Friars and we are deeply grateful for their
unselfish service. We currently have a total of ten such volunteers who have committed to a minimum of

12 months of service to the community. 

And I have to say that certainly one of our greatest gifts
during this past year has to be you and the other generous and kind
benefactors who have faithfully supported us both spiritually and
financially. This past year was a very good year for us mainly because
of your generosity. Our total
income was $298,767.14 and
our expenses for the appeals
were at $13,137.51.  We
received 1345 returns out of

24,188 pieces of mail sent out. I am sorely aware of the myriad
amount of request letters that you receive on a weekly basis from
other non profit organizations. You have to make choices and I am
grateful that you have decided to help our Southwest Franciscan
Missions. Every month our Treasurer’s Office distributes a
total of $22,000.00 to a total of eight of our missions:
Lukachukai; Piñon; Chinle; Ganado; Greasewood; Klagetoh;
Jemez; and St. Michael’s. The funds are used to pay for utilities, fuel, catechetical supplies, and the
general maintenance of the missions.

I depart for my beloved  Vietnam for yet another three-month mission on January 12th  and I
return to the USA on April 13th, the day after Easter. This will be my eleventh year of ministry there

and I am forever grateful to both my Province as well as the
Vietnamese Franciscan Province for allowing me the privilege to do
this.  I will once again be teaching our Franciscan novices
conversational English. The novitiate is located in the highlands of
Vietnam in the city of Da Lat. It is about 150 miles northwest of
Saigon.

Your continued prayer support and financial assistance
always put a smile of gratitude and thanksgiving on my face. I
know that you are walking with us on the journey of Faith and
without your support we would not be able to continue our

ministries.  And so, I want to say thank you and God Bless. I pray that you will continue to walk with
us during this coming year. Your spiritual and financial support is critical to our ministries with
the Native Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest. No matter what the challenges might be, know
that your Franciscan brothers are walking with you spiritually. I ask you to please remember me in your
prayers. 

Peace and All Good!

Br. Bruce, ofm

!Your Electronic Donation is appreciated.

http://www.olgofm.com/make%20a%20donation.htm

